
Annual lnternal Audit Report 2023124

Aldwick Parish Council

https://aldwickparishcou ncil.gov. uk

:;::it;!ii;\.::;
z?,1i}.ii,iiail,*J

*iiiill$.11,:,11

-$ti

During the financial year ended 31 March 2024, this authority's internal auditor acting independently and on the

basis 6f an assessment of risk, carried out a selective assessment of compliance with the relevanl procedures and

controls in operation and obtained appropriate evidence from the authority.

The internalauditfor 2023124 has been carried out in accordancewith this authority's needs and planned coverage.

On the basis of the findings in the areas examined, the internal audit conclusions are summarised in this table. Set

out below are the objectiGs of internal control and alongside are the internal audit conclusions on whether, in all

iigniticant respects, ihe control objectives were being aChieved throughout the financial year to a standard adequate

to meet the needs of this authority.

For any other risk areas identified by this authority adequate controls existecl (list any other risk areas on separate sheets if needed)

Date(s) internal audit undertaken Name of person who carried out the internal audit

1110612024 Jennifer Smith (MAAT)

S S]*rd,

(records have been out the financial year.accounti keA.

r'B. This authority complied with its financial regulations, payments were supported by invoices,

expenditure was approved and VAT was appropriately accounted f!t.
all

C. This authority assessed the significant risks to achieving its objectives and reviewed the adequacy

of arrangements to manage these

t/D. The precept or rates requirement resulted from an adequate biidgetary proces$; progress

was regularly monitored; and reserves were appropriate
against

the

1/E. Expected income was fully received, based on correct prices, properly recorded and promptly

banked, and VAT was ro accounted for

F. Petty cash payments were properly supported by receipts, all petty cash expenditure was

and VAT appropriately accounted for.

approved

G. Salaries to employees and allowances to members were paicl in accordance with this authority's

approvals, and PAYE and Nl requirements were properly applied.

H. Asset and inve$tments isters were complete and accurate and maintained

l. Periodic bank account reconciliations were properly carried out duri the

basisthe were theon co rrectstatements accounting (receiptsp during year preparedreparedAccounting
an auditatenda to ^^^Ludil Ithe book adequand orents income supported byiture)expend agreedpaym

edrecordnda itorscred were rlydebtorsriateandrecords wherefromtrail underlying

K. lf the authority certified itself as exempt from a limitecl assurance review in 2A22123, it met the

exemption criteria and correctly declared itself exempt (lf the authority had a limited assurance

review of its 2022J23 AGAR tick "not

L. The authority published the required information on a website/webpage up to date at ihe time of the

internal audit in accordance with the relevant legislation.

+M. ln the year covered by thisAGAR, the authority correctly provided for a period for the exercise of
public iights as required by the Accounts and Audit Regulations (during the 2023-24 AGAR period,
'were pibtic rights in retation to the 2022-23 AGAR evidenced by a notice on the website and/or
authority approved minutes confirming the dates set)

N. The authority has complied with the publication requirements for 2022123 AGAR
(see AGAR Page 1 Guidance Notes)

!nternal control objective Not
covered**No.

O. (For local councils only)
charitable) * The council met its ibilities as a trusteeTrust funds udi

applicable

Date
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Aldwick Parish Council - Internal Audit AGAR Page 3 - accompanying insert/information.

The clerk and deputy clerk both left the Parish Council in the beginning of the year, a locum

clerk was then appointed until a new clerk was recruited.

No-one has had access to one of the bank accounts since the clerk resigned in May 2023'The

council is currently working towards gaining access to said bank account and obtaining

copies of the statements as a matter of urgency.

The other bank accounts are all fully accessible and reconciled on a regular basis.

The AGAR was completed in May 2023 and a physical copy of the exercise of public rights

posted on the public notice boards but omitted from the website.

Publication date requirements have already been exceeded.



Section 1 - Annual Governance Statement 2023124

We acknowledge as the members of:

Aldwick Parish Council
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our responsibility for ensuring that there is a sound system of internal control, including arrangements for

the preparation bf the Accounting $tatements. We confirm, to the best of our knowledge and belief, with

respect to the Accounting Statements for the year ended 31 lVlarch 2A24, that:

*Please provide explanations to the external auditor on a separate sheet for each 'No' response and describe
how the authority will address the weaknesses identified. Theso sheets must be published with the Annual
GovernanceStatement. t%* Lr,,:rrifzt-le sh-*--o-e

This Annual Governance Statement was approved at a
meeting of the authority on"

tVlttu{zoz+
and recorded as minute reference:

Signed by the Chair and Clerk meeting where

approval was given

Chair

Clerk

https://aldwickparishcouncil. gov. uk

prepared its accounting sfaternents in accordance
with the Accaunts and Audit Regulatlons.

1. We have put in place arrangements for effective {inancial

management during the year, and for the preparation of

the accounting statemenls.

made proper arrangements and accepted responsibility
far safeguarding the public money and reso./rces m

lls charge.

2. We mainlained an adequate systenl ol internal control

including measures designed to prevent and detect fraud
and corruption and reviewed its effectiveness.

has onty dane what it has the legal power ta do and has

complied with Praper Practices in doing so.
3. We took alt reasonable sleps to assure oursetve$

that there are no matters of actual or potential

non-compliance with laws. regulations and Proper
Practices that could have a significant financial effect
on the ability of this authority to conduct its

business or manage its finances.

)4 during the year gave a// persons interested the oppartunity ta

inspect ard ask questrons about this authority's accounts.
4. We provided proper oppodunity during the year for

the exercise of electors' rights in accordance with the
requirements of the Accounts and Audit Regulations.

cansidered and tlocumented the frnancial and ot er rlsks ll
faces and dealf with them Pra\erlv

5. We carried out an assessment of the risks {acinq lhis
authority and took appropriate steps to ntanage lhose
risks. includinq the introduction of internal controls and/or
external insurance cover where required.

arrangecl for a campetent persan, independent of the financial
cantrols anc| procedures. to give an obiective vtew on vlhether
intemal contrals meet the needs of lhis smaller autharity.

6. We maintained throughout the year an adequate and

effective system o{ inlernal audit of the accounting
records and control systems.

{ responded to matterc brought lo its attention by internal and
external audit.

7. We took appropriate action on all matters raised
in reports from internal and external audit.

disc/osed everything it sljoulcl have alsout its business activity
during the year including events taking place after the year

end if relevant.

8. We considered whelher any litigation, liabilities or
commitments, events or transactions, occurring either
during or after the year-end, have a financial impact on
this authority and. where appropriate, have included thern
in lhe accounting stalemenls.

has met al! of its responsiblrlies where, as a body
corporate, tl ls a so/e managing trustee af a local
lrusf 0r lrusrs.

9. (For local councils only) Trusl funds including
charitable. ln our capacily as the sole managing
trustee we discharged our accountability
responsibilities for the fund(s)/assets. including
financial repoding and, if required, independent
examination or audit.

'Yes'means that this authority:

N/A

Agreed
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Section 2 -Accounting Statements 2023124tor

Total balances ancl reserves at the lseginning of the year

as recordec/ in ttte financial recards. Value must agree to

Box 7 of previous Year.
56,489

1. Balances brought
forward

Total amount of precept (or far lDBs rates

receivecl ar receivable in the year. Exc/ude any grants
and levies)

received

2. (+) Precept or Rates and
Levies

lesscashltookin therecardeda5incomeTotal ar recerpfs
!nclude2) anyreceivedrates/levieseth (lineOTprecept

grants received.

3. (+) Total other receiPts

Total expencliture ar paymenfs made to and on behalf
andsalaries wages.lncludeallaf grossemployees.

contributiotts. pensiot'remployersentplayers
severanceand payments.contribttions, gratuities
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4. (-) Staff costs

Totat expenditure or paymettts of capital and interest

mar)e rluring the year on the authority's borrowings (it any)5. (-) Loan interest/caPital
repayme nts

63,782
Totat expenditure or paymerrls as recorde d in the cash'

book less staffc{rsls (line 4) and loan interest/capital
6. (-) All other PaYments

Total balances and reseives at the end of the year' ltlust

equal (1+2+3) - (4+5+6)
7. (=) Balances carried

forward

31 tt/larch
2023

31 IMarch
2024

E

Please round all figures to

boxes blank and rePort t0
nearest t1. Do not leave anY

or Nil balances All figures must

agree to underlying financial records

Year ending Notes and guidance

The sum of all current and deposit bank accounts, cash

hotclings and short term investments held as al 37 h/larch *
with bank reconciliation.To agree

L Total value of cash and
short term investments

The value of att the prapedy the authority owns * it
up of atl its fixed assets and long lerm investments

is made
as al

31 March

9. Total fixed assets Plus
long term investments
and assets

The ar.fstanrlirtg capitat balance as at 31 tt/larch

from third pafties (incluciinyS PWLB)
of all loans

10. Total borrowings

The Cauncit, as a body corporate, acfs as

for rnanaging lrursl funds or assefs
so/e lruslee and

ls responslb/e
{la. Disclosure note re Trust funds

(including charitable)

The figures in the accounting statemenls above

exclude anY Trust lransacllons.
11b. Disclosure note re Trust funds

(including charitable)

For Local Councils OnlY Yes

I ce(ify that for the year ended 31 tt/arch 2024 the Accounting

Statements in this Annual Governance and Accountability

Return have been prepared on either a receipts and payments

or income and expenditure basis following the guidance in

Governance and Accountability for Smaller Authorities - a

Practitioners' Guide to Proper Practices and present fairly

the financial position o{ this authority.

Signed by Responsible Financial Officer before being
presented to the authority for approval

bru V.pt
aV/ uL/zatp

Date

#&
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Signed by Chair of where the Accounting

Statemenls we

i
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Aldwick Parish Council - Section 1 Annual Governance Statement - accompanying

insert/explanation by Clerk/Proper Officer

The previous Clerk and Deputy Clerk both left the Parish Council in mid 2023, a locum clerk

was then appointed until a new Clerk was recruited. The new Clerk was appointed in August

2023, afler the period for the exercise of public rights had concluded.

The AGAR was completed in May 2023 and a physical copy of the exercise of public rights

posted on the public notice boards but omitted from the website, which was an oversight

during the changes of personnel preceding the current Clerk. The AGAR Governance

Statement and Accounting Statement were properly published, as was the Notice of

Completion of Audit.

This omission will be addressed for the future now that a permanent Clerk is in place, who

will ensure that the Council complies with the requirements to publish the Notice of the

period for the exercise of public rights on its website, as well as the Section L and Section 2

forms, and in due course Notice of completion of audit. The publication of the Annual

Governance Statement (Section 1) for year end 31.03.24 will include this explanation note

for public transparency.

Heather Knight

Clerk & RFO, Aldwick Parish Council

07.06.24


